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Welcome to Singing the Strings: Harmony at Your Fingertips!  

  
In this class, you’ll learn a simple vocal harmony technique that can really move your group performances 
to the next level. We’ll be dividing into three basic vocal groups: soprano, alto, men. With a little 
concentration, we’ll be able to divide into 4-part harmony in about 20min.  
  

Step 1: Basic Harmony  
  
1) Make sure you are certain of the chords and inversions that you’ll be using for your performance.  
2) As you play through the song, be sure to form all of the chords as if you were strumming, but pick only 

a single string—that’s your first harmony!  
3) Take Me Home Country Roads  
  

e.g.  Cover a C chord, but don’t strum!  
Pick only a single string with your thumb instead.  

 

  

Step 2: Medium Hot  
  

1) Try some chord inversions/chords up the neck! This can create some more interesting harmonies that make 

the chords more interesting for the listener.  

2) Free Fallin’ 
  

Step 3: Hot!  

  

1) When you’ve mastered the basic technique, try sliding chords—and voices!  

2) Oh, Mary Don’t You Weep 

  

Step 4: Atomic Awesomeness  
  

1) If you are super confident in your singing parts, try adding the 6th or 9th scale degree to get a jazzy sound.  

2) If you have guys that are confident harmonizers, try “flipping the strings” to get an even more embellished 

chord. Ex. Have the Sopranos take the G string notes in their range and the men take the A string note in 

their range.  
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We Can Shine 
Gadan - 2025  
 
 
CHORUS            
 
   Dm    Bb    F *      F*   F*   Bb*  F*          F* 
We can shi   -   i   -  ine.            When I'm with you I can shine. 
       Dm*  Bb*        F* F*                 F*         C7*        F      F  
For all our li    -    i      -    ives.   Together, we can shine. 
 
 
Advanced Chords* = moving harmony lines, much more FUN to sing! 
C Tuning (uke)    G Tuning (Bari)    
 
F     F 
5553     7565 
 
Bb     Bb 
7565     8766 
 
Dm     Dm 
7555     7765 
 
C7     C7 
3433     5556 
 
 
 

Dm  Dm 
      
      
      
      

  
Bb Bb 

      
      
      
      

  
F F 

      
      
      
      

  
C7 C7 
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