
Sunday, 11/3 – Friday, 11/8





What’s Happening
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Sunday, Nov. 3

Monday, Nov. 4



Tuesday, Nov. 5

Wednesday, Nov. 6

What’s Happening
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Thursday, Nov. 7 & Friday Nov. 8

What’s Happening

Due to space limitations in the Adriatic/Baltic rooms, 
TBUG attendees have been assigned to either the 
“blue” group or the “green” group. The background 
colors of your name badge indicate which group 
you’re in. There is a blue session and a green session 
for each workshop, as indicated by the highlighted 
colors on the schedule.

Which Workshop Group Are You In?
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Welcome to Our 
15th Tampa Bay 

Ukulele Getaway! 
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Welcome new and returning attendees to our 15th Annual Tampa Bay Ukulele 
Getaway. This is our second cruise, and we’ve spent a lot of time planning to 
make sure you have a great time.

As I write this message two back-to-back hurricanes, Helene and Milton, have 
profoundly impacted the Tampa Bay area. Most of our members have been 
dealing with damage and stress.  But we’ve weathered the storms and have 
emerged stronger than ever. Our organization, The Tampa Bay Ukulele Society 
(TBUS), a 501 C3 charitable organization, is ready to pursue our mission: 
education, entertainment and community service.

Our entertainment initiatives include over 10 jams and open mics every month 
and 3 festivals this year. Those festivals are:
• Tampa Bay Ukulele Days, now expanded to a two-day festival in downtown 

Dunedin in March
• Ukuleles in the District festival in downtown Clearwater in April 
• Tampa Bay Ukulele Getaway, which you’re about to enjoy!

As for our educational projects…
• Along with our children’s programs, we continue to provide free learn-to-

play workshops at libraries in four counties.  Over 13,000 people have 
attended our workshops.

• Our ukuleles in the classroom initiative continues as we donate money for 
the purchase of ukuleles in schools here in Florida. To date we have 
purchased over 150 ukuleles for 15 schools. These ukuleles touch 
thousands of students each year.



TBUG 2025 boasts a fantastic lineup of artists: Dani Joy & Perry Stauffer, Amy 
Kucharik and Petey Mack. In addition, TBUS favorites Greg Gent, Jay Nunes and 
The Tropical Sons will join the fun. Tickets are for sale now, so please order your 
VIP Passes early as we anticipate a quick sell out. Plus! Everyone who 
purchases VIP Passes by 12/31/24 will be entered into a special raffle for a 
chance to win a Luna High Tide Zebra Soprano ukulele!

Also in 2025, we’ll introduce a new membership engagement & communication 
program. Our goal is two-fold: 1) To bettter meet members’ wants, and 2) To 
encourage broader member participation in TBUS initiatives. Part of the plan is 
establishing Community Captains throughout the greater Tampa Bay area. 
These volunteers will help identify opportunities to grow and support the 
ukulele community. 

I would like to extend my personal thanks to the tireless efforts of our Board of 
Directors: Greg Gent, Sue Glor-Scheib, Dick Wilson, Tony DiGiorgio, Dave Helm 
and Bonnie Kahn. And let’s not forget the numerous TBUS members who 
volunteer at the various events, education and community service programs we 
run year-round.

We have some fantastic ukuleles that will be raffled off during this cruise. Every 
ticket you buy helps TBUS offset expenses and pay the bills. So please buy lots 
of tickets and place them in the boxes next to the ukulele(s) you’d like to win. 
Thank you in advance for helping us grow and give back to the community.

We hope you meet new friends on this trip, take away tips and learnings from the 
workshops, and enjoy the music, entertainment and everything the cruise ship 
also offers you.

Smile and strum your cares away!
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Looking ahead, we have big plans for 2025, including:
• Tampa Bay Ukulele Days in Dunedin, March 21-23, 2025.
• Ukuleles in the District in Clearwater April 12, 2025.
• And TBUG 2025, November 1-6. We’ll cruise from Port Canaveral to the 

Bahamas and then onto Mexico. Because we’ll leave from Florida’s east 
coast, we’ll have a larger ship, Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas. 
Having more conference space will allow us to host over 200 attendees.





As TBUS president Tom oversees daily operations and focuses 
on future growth. His goal is to achieve the club’s mission of 
"education, entertainment, community service." When he’s 
not working on TBUS business, Tom is a performing 
singer/songwriter with over 200 original songs; he performs 
with his band The Tropical Sons. In addition to ukulele, Tom 
plays harmonica, guitar, percussion and keyboards. He’s also 
a member of BMI, the music rights organization. in the U.S. 

Meet Your TBUS Board Members!
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Tom Hood, President

Music has always been an important part of my life. Both my 
parents sang in choirs and performed classical music. 
Beginning as a singer in a band at 12, I moved on to bass at 15 
and guitar at 19. A  few years ago I met Tom Hood at a uke 
event and started playing shortly thereafter. Now retired from 
Raymond James, I split my time between Dunedin, FL and 
Waynesville, NC where I have a Bluegrass/Americana band. 
I’m looking forward to supporting the Tampa Bay Ukulele 
Society and its wonderful members. 

Dave Helm, Treasurer

Susan Glor-Scheib, Education
It was a Zumba class that brought me to this obsession we call 
ukulele! I co-founded and lead Dunedin Ukes, a group that 
meets  on Mondays. I also enjoy playing with a fabulous bunch 
of ukers, The Backyard Ukes; we jam weekly and occasionally 
do local open mics. Additionally, in our local Tampa Bay Public 
Libraries I teach ukulele to adults and children, an extension 
of my 45-year career in education. My only challenge is 
deciding which of my ukes to play at the next jam or event!



Dick Wilson, Secretary
At an estate sale in 2000 I picked up a ukulele for the first time 
in decades. It was a 1950s Martin tenor. I bought it with a case 
for $65! and started playing again, after a long hiatus. Then I 
attended my first ukulele festival and have been enjoying all 
things ukulele ever since. Currently I’m the organizer of the 
Orlando/Winter Park Ukulele Meetup Group. Now retired 
from my career as a writer & producer of corporate events, 
I’m able to devote more time to things I enjoy, including 
playing my ever-growing collection of ukuleles. 

At 10 years old, my parents gave me the choice between two 
things I really wanted: guitar lessons or an aquarium. Guitar 
required work, so I chose the aquarium. 40 years later, I 
decided to learn a musical instrument, this time the ukulele. 
Now I’m involved with local play-alongs, uke festivals and I 
even host a weekly online play-along with viewers from 
across the country and world. I’m also an ambassador for 
KLOS brand ukuleles. I love planes, boats & water sports and 
have a technology career that keeps me busy.

Greg Gent, Tech & Entertainment

Bonnie Kahn, Member Engagement 
Since childhood I’ve loved music and dreamed of performing 
and sharing my music with others. Today I get to do just that! 
My husband Frank and I host a monthly open mic at The 
Whistle Stop in Safety Harbor, and, along with fellow TBUS 
board member Tony DiGiorgio, I’m a member of The Moon 
Dog Ukulele Band. Over the 15 years that I've been playing 
the uke, I've met so many like-minded people. The uke 
community is so supportive and welcoming, and I’m looking 
forward to meeting new friends here at TBUG 2024!

In 2013, I found a ukulele meetup group in Las Vegas. I 
walked in without a uke and the jam leader, Lynn, handed me 
one. I offered to pay her, and she replied the only pay 
necessary is to play it. I've been playing since. That's a 
testament to the inclusiveness of the ukulele community and 
the reason I continue to play and teach today. My motto - 
there are no strangers, only friends I haven't met yet. 
Welcome to the 2024 Tampa Bay Ukulele Getaway cruise.

Tony DiGiorgio, Member Engagement
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Learn more about us by scanning the QR code or visiting our website!

Win 1 of 4

1 
Peter Moss 
Signature 
Concert 
Ukulele

1
Centurion 

Tenor 
Electric 
Ukulele

2
Ultra 

Travel 
Ukuleles

Ukuleles at TBUG!

FlightMusic.com
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Blue Skies is one of a number of tunes  that contains harmony 
movement. If you are not sure what that means, don’t panic! All 
will become clear as we get into it. This is a fun workshop that 
includes singing different parts. 

Instructors & Workshops 
Peter Moss

Peter Moss has played the ukulele on and off 
for over 50 years. His online videos led to 
performing at the Milwaukee Ukulele 
Festival, followed by engagements around 
the world. Working with Flight Ukuleles, 
Peter has created 2 signature model ukes, 
one of which, a beautiful concert model, will 
be given away here at TBUS. 

www.facebook.com/peter.moss.735

Green Group: Thursday, 10-11 am

Intros & Outros

In my opinion, a song just isn’t complete without a top and tail, often 
referred to as having an intro and outro. This workshop will provide 
many ideas for creating your own intros and outros, in different keys 
and tempos.  It’s not to be missed! 

Green Group: Monday, 1:30-2:30 pmBlue Group: Monday, 11:15 am-12:15 pm

These workshops are in Adriatic/Baltic Rooms, Convention Center, Deck 5

Uke & Sing “Blue Skies!”
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Blue Group: Thurs., 8:45-9:45 am

http://www.facebook.com/peter.moss.735


Uke & Sing “Blue Skies!”
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Uke & Sing “Blue Skies!”
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Intros & Outros

Figure 1
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Intros & Outros

Figure 2
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Named "Best in Show" at NAMM* 
2018, Little Gem banjo ukes are a 
unique blend of style and sound. 
The maple neck guarantees a 
smooth playing experience, while 
sealed tuners provide precise 
tuning stability, delivering a clear, 
vibrant, penetrating tone

Clearly 
Unique

Little Gem 
See-Through 

Banjo Ukuleles

* National Assn. of Music Merchants

Learn more about Gold Tone ukes, 
banjos, guitars, and more at 
www.GoldToneMusicGroup.com. 
Or better yet, WIN one of 3 Little 
Gems being given away here at 
TBUG 2024! 
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http://www.goldtonemusicgroup.com/


Not all singers are built alike. You need to feel comfortable singing in a 
key that matches your unique voice. We’ll break down song structure, 
what the heck are “I - IV - V” chords, what to do with them, and how to 
use those patterns to find the perfect key for you to sing in. Bonus! 
What’s my starting note? We’ll find it in this class too. Bring your uke and 
an inquisitive attitude! 

Instructors & Workshops 
Marnie Ward

Marnie is a nostalgic throwback to a by-gone 
era who seamlessly blends cabaret, jazz 
and Broadway into hilarious, entertaining 
shows. She’s performed in musical theatre, 
with big bands and in her own Andrews 
Sisters Tribute Act. Marnie is also a writer, 
arranger, director and teaching artist.

www.MarnieWard.com

We’ll explore new ways to shape a song using single and multiple 
finger picking patterns as we learn to accompany ourselves playing 
Elvis’s “Can’t Help Falling in Love.” We’ll also dive into ostinato 
patterns (Whoa! What’s an ostinato? Come to this class and find out!) 
Level: beginner-intermediate. 

Finger Picking for Singers
Blue Group: Thursday, 2:45-3:45 pm Green Group: Thursday, 4-5 pm

Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
Green Group: Monday, 10-11 am

These workshops are in Adriatic/Baltic Rooms, Convention Center, Deck 5
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Blue Group: Monday, 8:45-9:45 am

http://www.marnieward.com/


Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!

17



Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
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Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
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Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
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Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
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Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
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Help! I Can’t Sing in This Key!
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Finger Picking for Singers
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Finger Picking for Singers
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Finger Picking for Singers
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Finger Picking for Singers
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Instructors & Workshops 
The Birdwatchers

www.TheBirdwatchersBand.com

Songwriting
Blue: Thursday, 11:15 am-12:15 pm Green: Thursday, 1:30-2:30 pm

Rhythmic Strumming

This intermediate workshop will get you out of your “aloha strum” 
comfort zone and work on timing and rhythm! You’ll learn chord 
alternates, essential rhythms, new fun strumming patterns and more. 
We’ll discuss using bar(re) chords to facilitate chucks and rhythmic 
breaks, metronomes/repetition/rehearsal, swing vs straight, and 
various time signatures. Bring your uke and be ready to learn!

Green Group: Monday, 4-5 pmBlue Group: Monday, 2:45-3:45 pm

These workshops are in Adriatic/Baltic Rooms, Convention Center, Deck 5

Let’s write a song together! We believe EVERYONE can write a song, 
and we’ll help you open that door for yourself! Topics will include basic 
song structure, arrangement, key signatures and how to find which 
chords are available in each key. We’ll also explore lyrics, melodies, 
harmonies, getting inspired and everything in between. This workshop 
is for all levels, so come hang out, have fun and write a song with us! 

Clark Holmes, Andy Nufer, and Kim 
Bjerga- have been writing, traveling, 
performing, teaching & recording for a 
decade. With tight 3-part harmonies, 
groovy bass lines, jazzy ukulele chords 
and creative songwriting & arrangements, 
their shows are stuffed with charming 
covers and unique originals. 
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http://www.thebirdwatchersband.com/


Songwriting Workshop
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Although he’s only been playing ukulele for 
a few years, Greg Gent, aka Ukulele Gent, 
has become a familiar face to many uke 
enthusiasts. Actively involved in local play-
alongs and uke festivals, Greg hosts a 
weekly online play-along with viewers from 
across the country and world. He’s also an 
ambassador for KLOS brand ukuleles. 

Instructors & Workshops 
Greg Gent

www.Patreon.com/UkuleleGent

Open Mic Tips, Tech & Techniques

You've learned some chords and developed a pretty good strum. You've 
been thinking about performing at an open mic. But, eeeek! You’re not 
exactly sure what’s expected of you at an open mic. Not to worry! This 
workshop will cover a myriad of topics including:
• Should you memorize the song?
• How to deal with microphones, pickups and amplification
• Song selection
• Introductions
• How to practice
• And a whole lot more! 
You’ll leave with an understanding of what to do at an open mic, and 
confidence to do it. Note- this workshop will be immediately followed by 
a 30-minute open mic where you can practice your new-found skills. 

Because this workshop takes place in The Safari Club, Deck 6, Aft, there is 
room for all TBUG attendees at once. There is no “blue” or “green”  session.  

Monday, 7:15-8:15 pm 
Open Mic, Monday 8:15-8:45 pm
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http://www.patreon.com/UkuleleGent


Buy Your Tickets Now for TBUG 2025!

We’ll cruise from Port Canaveral, FL to the Bahamas (including a day at Royal 
Caribbean’s private island) then onto Mexico on the Explorer of the Seas. 

Sat., Nov.1 – Thurs., Nov. 6

Buy your VIP Pass 
by 12/31/24 and 

be in a drawing to 
win this Luna 

High Tide Zebra 
soprano uke. 

$199 VIP Passes for players
$99 non-player companions 

(+ cost for cabin & incidentals)
www.tampabayukulele.com/tbug-2025-cruise.html
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Performing musical artist Dani Joy is best known for her ability to weave 
her crooning alto vocals together with complex fingerpicking . Featured in 
Ukulele Magazine and festivals across the US, Dani and her husband Perry 
Stauffer are producers of the annual Reno Ukulele Festival and the founders 
of Starlight Ukulele Academy, an online music academy and instrument store.
www.DaniJoyMusic.com  www.StarlighUkes.com 

Featured Artists

Amy Kucharik energizes swing dances, festivals and listening rooms alike. 
Drawing from blues, vaudeville, musical theatre, 80s pop and contemporary 
folk music, her style been compared to Maria Muldaur, Lake Street Dive, and 
Anais Mitchell. She has headlined, performed and taught at ukulele festivals 
including Flower City in Rochester, NY and the Gaithersburg Ukefest in 
Maryland. www.AmyKucharik.com 

The ukulele brings together Petey Mac’s two passions, love of people and 
love of music. With fans all over the world because of his appearances at 
ukulele festivals and his free downloadable song books, Pete has brought his 
joy of teaching and arranging music to hundreds of beginners. he only has one 
rule- yah gotta have FUN! www.PeteyMack2.weebly.com 

http://www.tampabayukulele.com/tbug-2025-cruise.html
http://www.danijoymusic.com/
http://www.starlighukes.com/
http://www.amykucharik.com/
http://www.peteymack2.weebly.com/
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